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was not passed by the Senate until after the fall
elections. It was approved by the President on
February 23, 1887.

The Senate also delayed action on the House bill,
which proposed arbitration in labor disputes, until
the close of the session; and then the President, in
view of his disregarded suggestion, withheld his as-
sent. It was not until the following year that the
legislation recommended by the President was en-
acted. By the Act of June 13, 1888, the Depart-
ment of Labor was established, and by the Act of
October 1, 1888, in addition to provision for volun-
tary arbitration between railroad corporations and
their employees, the President was authorized to
appoint a commission to investigate labor conflicts,
with power to act as a board of conciliation. Dur-
ing the ten years in which the act remained on the
statute books it was actually put to use only in 1894,
when a commission was appointed to investigate
the Pullman strike at Chicago, but this body took
no action towards settling the dispute.

Thus far, then, the efforts of the Government to
deal with the labor problem had not been entirely
successful. It is true that the labor conflicts arose
over differences which only indirectly involved
constitutional questions. The aims of both the